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UM DEDICATES UNIVERSITY THEATRE ROTUNDA
MISSOULA--
The University of Montana will dedicate the University Theatre’s West Rotunda in a 
5:30 p.m. ceremony Friday, May 7. The rotunda is named for Alfred and Loralee West of 
Paoli, Pa., whose $500,000 gift to the University in 1997 included $200,000 for the University 
Theatre renovation project.
The Wests’ interest in the University developed when their son, Palmer, was majoring 
in drama/dance at UM. The remaining $300,000 of their gift paved the way for developing the 
media arts graduate program in the School of Fine Arts. Media arts Professor James Kriley 
said the new program integrates storytelling with digital technology in everything from films to 
commercials and more.
Palmer West graduated from UM two years ago, moved to New York, set up a film 
production company and began work on a feature film. Within the past month that film, 
“Saturn,” was among 15 chosen for preview at the Los Angeles Film Festival, where it was 
well received, Kriley said. As part of the dedication event, “Saturn,” will show at 7 p.m. May 
7 at the Crystal Theatre.
The dedication also includes a public presentation by well-known film producer Gerald 
R. Molen -- heralded for “Out of Africa,” “Schindler’s List” and the “Jurassic Park” films. 
Molen’s talk is at 10 a.m. Friday, May 7, in the Presidents Room of Brantly Hall.
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